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Synopsis

The Rand McNally Encyclopedia Of Military Aircraft 1914-1980 is the most complete, authentic, and
spectacular book of its kind ever prepared. It depicts and describes all of the world’s principal
military aircraft produced from the outbreak of World War | to the time of publication. There are 800
types in all, ranging from fighters and bombers to reconnaissance planes and trainers, with 1,706
airplanes shown in color, 16 color charts, 252 photographs, 772 cutaway drawings, and seven color
diagrams. Full-color illustrations are paired with capsule descriptions that provide extensive
technical information on each plane, including insignia, manufacturer, type, year, engine, wingspan,
length, height, weight, maximum speed, ceiling, range, armament, and crew. The extraordinary
graphics include dramatic gate-fold illustrations-such as a four-page fold-out with minutely detailed
color drawings of the 88 principal bombers of World War I, ranging from Japan’s tiny Yokosuka
Ohka 11 to American’s jumbo Boeing B-29 Superfortress, from Germany’s Junkers Ju.86 to
Russia’s Tupolev TB-3, as well as major diagrams, on two-page spreads, which minutely detail
individual models by presenting a cutaway view of the plane in color, with up to 100 parts numbered
and keyed to an index adjacent to the diagram. An informative text traces the development of
military aircraft through the years, including such background information as production costs,
quantities produced, strengths and weaknesses, and impact on aerial warfare. This is the definitive
reference, prepared over a period of six years by the same creative group responsible for Rand
McNally’s highly acclaimed Color lllustrated Guide aircraft series. This volume is the culmination of

a six-year effort by a team of 16 expert contributors, ably directed by Enzo Angelucci.
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The Rand McNally Encyclopedia of Military Aircraft, 1914-1980 is the most complete, authentic, and
spectacular book of its kind ever prepared. It depicts and describes all of the world’s principal
military aircraft produced from the outbreak of World War | to the present day. There are 800 types
in all, ranging from fighters and bombers to reconnaissance planes and trainers, with 1,706
airplanes shown in color, 16 color charts, 252 photographs, 772 cutaway drawings, and seven color
diagrams. Full-color illustrations are paired with capsule descriptions that provide extensive
technical information on each plane, including insignia, manufactere, type, year, engine wingspan,
length, height, weight, maximum speed, ceiling, rancge, armament, and crew.The extraordinary
graphics include:*Dramatic gate-fold illustrations--such as a four-page fold-out with minutely detailed
color drawings of the 88 principal bombers of World War I, ranging from Japan’s tiny Yokosuka
Ohka 11 to America’s jumbo Boeing B-29 Superfortress, from Germany’s Junkers Ju.86 to Russia’s
Tupolev TB-3.*Major diagrams, on two-page spreads, which minutely detail individual models by
presenting a cutaway view of the plane in color, with up to 100 parts numbered and keyed to an
index adjacent to the diagram.An informative text traces the development of military aircraft through
the years, including such background information as production costs, quantities produced,
strengths and weaknesses, and impact on aerial warfare.This is the definitive reference, prepared
over a period of six years by the same creative group responsible for Rand McNally’s highly

acclaimed "Color lllustrated Guide" aircraft series.

This is one of my favorite reference books for aircraft of the twentieth century. It has everything,
different makes, models, subtypes, and even includes identification of each of the different nations
that used the aircraft in the first, second and post world war years. Excellent pictures, and diagrams
along with production history make this book a spectacular addition to my collection.A must have for

any combat aircraft enthusiast.

If you have seen Jane’s All the World’s Aircraft, then you have an idea of what this book is like, but
this book is done much nicer. Color drawings and historical descriptions are included for each plane.

A great reference book for those interested in military aircraft.

the most detailed book of aircraft i have come across. if you want alot of detail and a good supply of
graphics this is a great book supplying a good amount of graphics and at least a paragraph for
every plane included. alot of graphs and charts showing anything from ditance with fuel load to

bomb load. just alot of detail and i love it.



Great book, very detailed and covers almost every significant aircraft in the described period.
Pictures are not particularly attractive, but really informative ( markings, camouflage, plans). Good

book for serious and casual aircraft fans.

VERY INFORMATIVE, PURCHASED FOR MY 8 YEAR OLD, WITH THE CIVIL AIRCRAFT
EDITION. BECAUSE OF HIS INTEREST IN AIRPLANES. BEAUTIFUL PICTURES, CAN SIT AND
LOOK AT FOR HOURS.

Excellent book,that was used,but in great shape.lllustrations were great-especially the plates with
multiple aircraft of the same class (ie.bomber,reconnaisance,etc.),from different countries-drawn to
scale.This gave an idea of how enormous some of these aircraft were.Though my opinions are not

those of an expert or professional,| think this is a good purchase.OUT

If military aviation is your thing, this great book shouldn’t be missed. A multitude of types covered
with a nicely executed colour illustration, 3- view and full technical description with a brief service
overview. Even covers important aero engines and air force colours and markings. Copies are
widely available through and an example in good condition can be had for a song! Thoroughly

recommended.
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